A History of the Festival of Lessons and Carols
The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas
Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who at the age of
thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King's College Cambridge.
Having been an army chaplain in WW I convinced him that the
Church of England needed more imaginative worship. A revision of
the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of
the lessons, and from that date the service has always begun with the
hymn 'Once in royal David's city'.
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The service was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the exception of
1930, has been broadcast annually, even during the Second World
War, when the ancient glass (and also all heat) had been removed from
the Chapel and the name of King's could not be broadcast for security
reasons.. It is estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide.

Regular weekly contributions from St James parishioners
may be placed on the plate at the door.
Many many thanks to all!

Refreshments – Please join us
downstairs after the service
for egg nog and festive refreshments

Service of Lessons and Carols
Processional Once in Royal David’s City 112
LIGHTING OF 4th ADVENT CANDLE - LOVE
Collect

Bidding Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer (all)
1st LESSON - ISAIAH 9:2-7
Dave Beals - Lay Reader Emeritus
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel
for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Here ends the lesson.
Carol

O Come O Come Emmanuel
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2nd LESSON - ISAIAH 11:1-9
Keltie Campbell – Board Member, Karing Kitchen
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out
of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the

Christmas Eve Service & Blessing of the Creche
7:00 pm Friday, Dec 24
Please join us!
We are happy to arrange a lift if you need one.
Please let Rev Wendy, Loretta or Donna know
if you would like transportation.

Refreshments – Please join us
downstairs after the service
for egg nog and festive refreshments
PWRDF Fundraiser with, St Andrew’s, St Mary’s and St Philip’s
Congratulations! So far we have raised enough for two hand pump wells
in Kenya. $1200 supplies one well. We will collect until Sunday December
26th. Please place your offering on the plate marked PWRDF Fundraiser.
St James Court – Thanks to all who donated gifts for the children. $25
Sobeys cards and the gifts have been distributed.
Toiletries for St George’s –Thanks so much for your generosity in
donating so many items to help with the showers there!

8th LESSON - JOHN 1: 1-14
Rev Wendy Amos-Binks - Incumbent
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the
light, but he came to 7 testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.10 He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.
In the Bleak Mid-winter 418
Closing Prayers
Stir up, O Lord, thy power, and come among us; and mercifully fulfil that
which thou hast promised to thy Church unto the end of the world. Amen.
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness,
and put upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in
which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal, through him who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now and for ever. Amen.
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is
good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the
weak; help the afflicted; honour all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing
in the power of his spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always.
Closing

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
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meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The
cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
Here ends the lesson.
Carol

Good Christian Men Rejoice
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3rd LESSON - LUKE 1:26-38
Anglican Church Women – Denise Martin
The angel Gabriel salutes Mary.
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’* 29But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am
a virgin?’* 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be
born* will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with
God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
Carol

The Angel Gabriel – instrumental

4th LESSON - MATTHEW 1:18-24
Treasurer/Organist – Milton Pratt
In a dream Joseph is told of God’s purpose
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’,which means, ‘God is with
us.’ When Joseph sleep awoke from, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, Here ends the lesson.
Carol
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5th LESSON - ST LUKE 2:1-7
Julianna Mutch
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn. Here ends the lesson.
Carol See Amid the Winter Snow 414
6 th LESSON - LUKE 2:8-20
Chris Mutch – Musician, Vestry Member
The shepherds go to the manger.
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying, 14‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favours!’ 15 When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been
told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. Here ends the lesson.

Carol
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7th LESSON - ST MATTHEW 2: 1-12
Tim Binks – Lay Reader & Technical Support
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage.’ 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet: 6“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to
shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men
and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road. Here ends the lesson.
Carol

We Three Kings
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